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Session: Transformative potential of citizen science and citizen observatories
for mobilising action towards achieving the SDGs

Impacting policy making with citizen observatories -
Lessons from a Ground Truth 2.0 observatory in Mechelen, Belgium
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Citizen Observatories

Dedicated communities of
citizens, scientists & decision
makers

relying on ICT-based platforms
and tools

to actively collaborate in the
generation, exchange and use
of information & knowledge
for a shared purpose.
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Mechelen
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Actions mobilised in policy domains towards achieving SDGs

Air Quality — SDGs 3 & 11 — Targets 3.9 & 11.6 Noise disturbance — Not in SDGs
Increased public awareness through Limited increase in public
interest in local monitoring results and awareness, limited public
teaming with other air quality initiatives interest, sensitive topic
Air Quality high on the political agenda Almost no political interest to
for local elections 2018 initiate action
Results limited to sustainable mobility Results

Cycling zone Only co-benefits from

measures taken for
sustainable mobility and air
quality

Enlarged car free zone
Shared mobility
Introduction of an air quality zone
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Continuation Citizen Observatory
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